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Analysis of the Passage from The Cask  of Amontillado
“It must be understood that neither by word nor deed had I given Fortunato cause to doubt my good will. I continued, as was my wont, to smile in his face, and he did not perceive that my smile now was at the thought of immolation.” (3)
The narrator of The Cask of Amontillado, describe his stand in the word to Fortunato . “It must be understood that neither by word or deed have I given to Fortunato cause to doubt my good will. I continued, as was to my wont, to smile in his face, and he did not perceive that my smile now was at the thought of immolation.” The narrators persistent to prove his word even though he has some doubts about himself shows how much is determined to complete what he believes to be his destiny. His words and deeds to Fortunato seem not to be the cause of his doubts to complete his task. He is supposed to reach Amontillado and much of thought of revenge succeeded the risk that would be accompanied by the task. He kept the thought that “a wrong was unredressed when retribution overtakes its redresser” (3).  The narrator is fully are of what he is doing, and his actions are not just driven by the words he already gave to Fortunato. He continued with the task as if it was his own custom and despite what he had to pass through he was optimistic to reach Amontillado. He vows to revenge for the people of palazzo who were insulted by Fortunato.  However, to some extent he respected him to the extent that he succeeded, “he prided himself on his connoisseurship in wine” (3).
The narrators “smile on his face” shows the technique that was his custom to get the understanding of how to get through to Amontillado. He uses the help of his friend to reach Amontillado; he has doubts about the place. However, when he meets his friend he feels like he has betrayed his friend since he did not find him to consult him before he paid his price to Amontillado. On the contrary, his friend joins him to his vaults even though he never consulted him in the first place (4). Although he can’t stop his doubt about the promise to Amontillado, he has to accomplish the task of revenge.  Despite his friend’s condition of having Nitre, he accompanied the narrator to the cavern walls (5). Although this could have been a slowdown to him, his friend was optimistic to help him to the end. To the narrator, the destination was very important and never wanted any inconveniences. He kept on reminding his friend of Luchesi for him to keep on or go back to let him reach his destination. The narrator cannot stand the voice or the longing minutes that his friend was taking before answering him. However, he is concerned to reach the destination and do what he imposed on himself. The narrator through his words implies that he is destined to complete the task despite the words or deed he gave to Fortunato.
Therefore, the quoted passage depicts the event that took place in the short story, and the quest for the narrator, the price that the narrators had to pay for Amontillado. It portrays some of the themes in the short story and the main events. The events that later in the novel demonstrate how determined the narrator was to reach his destination.  It also illustrates how it is important to keep the promise when it made and the bond that ties that person and his/her promise. 
   
















   



